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Mr. BOEHLERT. I thank the gen-

tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER], the chairman, for that re-
sponse.

Further, section 2(c) provides for the
study of disaster-response training by
FEMA. The purpose of this study is to
inform the Congress on the adequacy of
training for earthquake response. How-
ever, it is my understanding this sec-
tion is not intended to change or other-
wise affect the authority for, or imple-
mentation of, disaster preparedness
training programs. NEHRP does not
currently provide authority for such
training, and there is no intention that
this section is meant to provide such
authority. Is that correct?

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, if the gentleman will continue to
yield, the gentleman is correct again.

Mr. BOEHLERT. I thank the chair-
man, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this well-crafted bipartisan bill.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Wisconsin [Mr. SENSENBRENNER] that
the House suspend the rules and pass
the Senate bill, S. 910.

The question was taken.
Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, I object to

the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5, rule I, and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks on S. 910, the bill just consid-
ered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
f

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL
ROTUNDA TO ALLOW MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE HIS
ALL HOLINESS PATRIARCH BAR-
THOLOMEW

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution (H. Con. Res. 134) au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the
Capitol to allow Members of Congress
to greet and receive His All Holiness
Patriarch Bartholomew, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 134

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the rotunda of the
Capitol is authorized to be used on October
21, 1997, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon for a
ceremony to allow Members of Congress to
greet and receive His All Holiness Patriarch

Bartholomew, the 270th Ecumenical Patri-
arch of Constantinople, Physical prepara-
tions for the conduct of the ceremony shall
be carried out in accordance with such condi-
tions as may be prescribed by the Architect
of the Capitol.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. NEY] and the gentlewoman
from Michigan [Ms. KILPATRICK] each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. NEY].

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

This resolution provides for the use
of the rotunda on October 21, 1997, for a
ceremony to allow Members of Con-
gress to greet and receive His All Holi-
ness Patriarch Bartholomew, the 270th
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantino-
ple.

At the request of the resolution’s
sponsor, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. BILIRAKIS], the resolution has
been amended to change the time of
the ceremony from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I listened carefully to
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NEY] and
concur with his resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Florida [Mr. BILI-
RAKIS].

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
NEY] for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 134. Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan
legislation authorizes the use of the
Capitol rotunda for a ceremony where
Members of Congress may receive His
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, the Archbishop of Con-
stantinople and new Rome.

The Ecumenical Patriarch occupies
the foremost position among the Na-
tional Autocephalos Orthodox Church-
es worldwide and has the responsibility
to coordinate the affairs of the Rus-
sian, Eastern Europe, Middle and Far
Eastern churches. He is the spiritual
leader of nearly 300 million Orthodox
Christians worldwide, including ap-
proximately 5 million people in the
United States.

It is important that Members of Con-
gress, as leaders of a nation that was
built on religious freedom and toler-
ance, have an opportunity to receive
and honor one of the world’s pre-
eminent religious leaders. Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew not only pro-
motes peace and religious understand-
ing throughout the world, but he is
also profoundly committed to preserv-
ing and protecting the environment. In
fact, he has sponsored a conference on
the environment at the Theological
School of Halki. Today, as the 270th

successor to Apostle Andrew, His All
Holiness continues his efforts on behalf
of religious freedom and human rights.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank Speaker GINGRICH; the gen-
tleman from California Mr. THOMAS,
chairman of the Committee on House
Oversight, the gentleman from Con-
necticut Mr. GEJDENSON, the ranking
member, and the gentleman from
Texas Mr. ARMEY, the majority leader,
for their efforts toward bringing this
resolution to the floor of the House of
Representatives.

I also want to express certainly my
appreciation to the members of the
Hellenic Caucus for their support of
this resolution as well as H.R. 2248, the
recommendation to award the Patri-
arch with a Congressional Gold Medal.

In closing, I urge my colleagues to
support this most bipartisan legisla-
tion.

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield as much time as he may consume
to the distinguished gentleman from
California [Mr. CAPPS].

Mr. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman from Michigan [Ms. KIL-
PATRICK] for yielding me the time.

I do want to thank the sponsors of
this resolution, the gentleman from
California [Mr. THOMAS], the gen-
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. GEJDEN-
SON], the gentleman from Florida [Mr.
BILIRAKIS], the Hellenic Caucus and ev-
eryone involved. It is a very timely res-
olution, and I want to give all my sup-
port to it.

The Patriarch of Constantinople is
one of the world’s leading religious fig-
ures. He is a man of great intellect, a
man of great compassion, and he rep-
resents a religious tradition of incom-
parable majesty. I think that is the
only way to describe it.

The Orthodox tradition that he rep-
resents is a religious tradition of spir-
itual validity which combines aes-
thetic consonance with ancient wis-
dom. We will bestow the honor on him
in allowing him to use the rotunda of
the Capitol. But actually, we are the
ones who are being honored by his pres-
ence here.

I am also very happy to say that he
will visit my hometown, my city in the
22d District of California, Santa Bar-
bara, this October for a conference on
the environment. He knows spiritual-
ity. He knows environmental concerns.
He has a very, very keen sense of the
geopolitical dynamics of our world
today.

So I urge my colleagues to pass this
resolution, and I would like to con-
gratulate the authors of the resolution
on a very fine resolution.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York [Mr. GIL-
MAN], the chairman of the Committee
on International Relations.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NEY] for
yielding me the time.
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